
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. Thrivent Action Teams 
If you are a Thrivent member, and you did not recently 
receive a letter from me informing you of the wonderful 
new opportunity we have, as Thrivent members, to 
make an impact through our congregation and within 
our community, please contact the church office.   This 
is too good of an opportunity for us not to take ad-
vantage of it.   Through this new program, Thrivent will 
provide up to $250 of seed money, along with other 
resources, to help us coordinate an educational event, 
conduct a service activity, or organize a fundraiser.   
We have lots of activities and ministries that we do 
together that would be eligible – we just need to coor-
dinate our efforts, for only one Thrivent member can 
apply per event.    So, again, if you are a Thrivent 
member, and you did not receive a letter from me, 
please contact the church office so that we can pro-
vide you with the needed information, or check it out at 
www.Thrivent.com/actionteam.  
We have already received one grant that helped us 
participate in the Annandale Chamber Chili Cook-off; 
we’ve applied for Action Grants for the Firecracker 5K 
Walk/Run, the Taco Booth and Septuafest.   So, if you 
are a Thrivent member, and you qualify, let us know 
that you are willing to participate!  Thanks! 
 
Just Wondering 
2017 will mark the 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther 
nailing the 95 Statements – which began the 
Protestant Reformation.  As a result, I have been re-
ceiving lots of information regarding “trips” to Germany 
in 2017.   I am wondering if there would be interest in 
putting a trip together for members and friends of St. 
John’s?   If there is, I would pursue more information.   
So, please let me know if you would be interested in 
such a trip – you can drop me an email or give me a 
call.   If there seems to be enough interest, we’ll take 
the next step. 
 
A Gentle Reminder 
As we move into these summer months –I know that 
you will not always be in town over the weekends – so 
please remember to be safe, to take time to relax and 
to be renewed, to make the effort to find a place to 
worship wherever your summer might take you, and to 
remember that you can now contribute your offerings 
using your credit card or debit card – just visit our web-
site – it’s that easy.   Thanks! 
Have a GREAT summer! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

July 2015 

Good News! 
The Good 

News!  

is also 

available at  
www.stjohns-

annandale.org. 

SW MN Synod Assembly 
Our 2015 Southwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly was 
held June 12-14th at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. 
Peter.  The theme of our assembly was: “We Are Church 
Together” (please see pg. 2 for assembly details). 
 
My Longest Call 
The 15th of this month marks the beginning of my 9th year 
here at St. John’s –  that means that I have served here 
at St. John’s longer than any of my other calls.  Prior to 
this, the longest was eight and a half years at Rejoice in 
Clearwater.   These past eight years have certainly gone 
by so quickly – it’s amazing!   But I want you to know that 
I feel blessed to be able to serve with and among you – 
and especially to serve with such a great staff!   This 
month also marks the 33rd anniversary of my ordination.  
On July 11, 1982 I was ordained, and it has been a joy to 
serve within this synod all 33 of those years! 
 
Jenny’s First Anniversary 
The 15th of this month also marks Jenny’s 1st  
anniversary as our Children, Youth and Family 
Director.   It has been a blessing to have Jenny on staff, 
and I know that she’s excited to begin her  
second year (having experienced a one-year cycle).   I 
hope that you will let Jenny know how appreciative you 
are – a word of affirmation goes a LONG ways!! 
Also, please remember that building a strong Children, 
Youth and Family ministry cannot rest on Jenny’s shoul-
ders alone, nor can it rest on our CYF Team – but rather, 
it requires the commitment, the prayerful support, and the 
involvement of the entire congregation.   So, let Jenny 
know how you are willing to help! 
 
ELCA Youth Gathering 
We will be commissioning our 17 youth and 4 adults on 
Sunday, July 12th as they prepare to leave on the 14th for 
Detroit, Michigan and to participate in the ELCA Youth 
Gathering.   They will be traveling with a group from 
Bethlehem Lutheran in St. Cloud.   Please pray for their 
safe travels, for an exciting experience at the gathering, 
for eyes to see God at work in unexpected places, for a 
willingness to be the hands and feet of Christ as they 
serve with and among the people of Detroit, and an 
openness to God’s Spirit as they gather each night in the 
Dome for music, inspiring speakers, and lots of exciting 
surprises.   Having attended a number of these gather-
ings in the past, I know that they are all in for a real treat 
– an experience they will remember the rest of their lives!   
The evening sessions (July 15-18) and the morning ses-
sion on the 19th will be live-streamed – so check it out at 
www.elca.org/youthgathering. 
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From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
Dear friends, 
The Southwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly is always an exciting place to be.  Women and men from our 
churches are elected to carry on our work together.  This year we also had a Bishop election, and Bishop Jon 
Anderson was re-elected.  The tone of our Assembly was set with a beginning worship and Holy Communion 
in Christ chapel at Gustavus Adolphus College.  The pipe organ sounded so grand and majestic as it led 400 
voices in praise.   
I always get excited when I see what we are doing in our churches and around the world.  Together we have 
done outstanding work in stamping out malaria, eliminating hunger, and providing shelter and comfort for the 
refugees around the world.  Or, sending our children to Vacation Bible School or Bible Camp. 
You are an active participant in this work for what Jesus called “the least of these.”  Every time you make a 
move towards the offering plate you become actively engaged in your own congregation and around the 
world.  Now you can make that move wherever you are, in the north woods on vacation, or in a sidewalk café 
on the streets of Paris, France.  You can take out your tablet or smart phone and go to our web site and make 
a contribution with a credit card, or sign up for automated giving through a program called “Simply Giving.”  
Every time you exercise your faithfulness it makes a difference in the lives of countless people.  It is especially 
important to your church during the summer.  Our expenses continue even when people are sitting in a  
sidewalk café in Paris.  Thank You so much for your faithfulness. 
 
Pr. Tom Heyd 
INDNJC 

continued on page 3 

SW MN SYNOD ASSEMBLY  Our 2015 Southwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly was held June 12-14th at 
Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter.  The theme of our assembly was: “We Are Church Together”. 
Certainly the highlight of the Assembly was the re-election of Pastor Jon Anderson as our bishop.   Bishop Jon 
was elected on the second ballot to his third six-year term.  We are certainly blessed to have a bishop like 
Bishop Jon who can relate equally well to small rural congregations, and large metro congregations – who has 
a mind that is incredibly inquisitive, who is always looking forward, and encouraging us as congregations, and 
pastors, to grow deeper in faith and discipleship.  Bishop Jon is someone who is highly thought of and deeply 
respected within our entire Church – and we can be grateful that he was willing to serve another term.   It’s not 
an easy task to be a bishop of our church.  Bishop Jon and the whole synod staff need our constant pray-
ers.             Other highlights of our Assembly were: 

•         110,000 meals were packaged. All of the meals were distributed to food shelves throughout our  
      synod. I brought 12 boxes of meals to our own food shelf here in Annandale. We are Church Together. 
•         Over $10,000 was raised for World Hunger.  We are Church Together. 
•         Enough rostered pastors and leaders of our synod completed the Portico Health Assessment so that the 

congregations of our synod, St. John’s included, will receive again a 2% decrease in health care costs --- a 
total savings of $57,000 within our synod.  We are Church Together. 

•         Bishop Buthelezi of our Companion Synod, the SE Diocese of the Lutheran Church of Southern Africa, 
was with us for the Assembly.   With our brothers and sisters in Christ in South Africa we are Church To-
gether. 

•         All the congregations of the old “Augustana Synod” (St. John’s included) received the “Servant of Christ” 
award from Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota.  Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota traces its history 
to 1865 when Vasa Lutheran Church near Red Wing opened its church to care for four children in 
need.  These children, new immigrants from Sweden, were the four surviving children of Mikola Erikson and 
his wife (who died coming over to America). Suddenly, they found themselves without home or family.   

      Pastor Norelius (who also was instrumental in beginning Gustavus Adolphus College) brought the children 
to Vasa and arranged care for them in a refurbished church basement. This later became Vasa Children’s 
Home, Minnesota’s first and oldest orphanage.  Pastor Norelius saw children in need and came up with a 
community response that inspired hope and changed their lives and the life of the community.  Pastor  

      Norelius, part of the old “Augustana Synod”, helped create what is now Lutheran Social Services of  
      Minnesota.  With LSS we are Church Together. 
•         ELCA Secretary Chris Boerger shared that within 24 hours of the Nepal earthquake, Lutherans were pre-

sent – and continue to be present.  We are church together through the work of the ELCA Disaster  
      Relief.  We are among the first to arrive, and are one of the last to leave.  Something we can and should 

celebrate!   With Lutheran partners around the world, we are Church Together. 
•         Bishop James Mauney of the Virginia Synod (our companion synod within the ELCA) was our Bible Study 

Leader.    Do you know there is an ELCA congregation in that synod that, in 2017, will celebrate its 
300th Anniversary!  Together with the congregations of the Virginia Synod, we are Church Together. 
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MANY THANKS 
• to all serving as Confirmation mentors – for your willingness to share your time, to share your faith, and to 
be a caring adult for one of our confirmation students is greatly appreciated; 
• to Dave and Doris Youngquist for providing the fish for the annual “Fish Fry”, for all who helped Dave cook 
the fish, for those who helped in the kitchen, all who attended and brought the side dishes, and to all who 
helped clean up; 
• to the youth from St. John’s who participated with Jenny in the first Mission Day at the Care Center; 
• to Diane Nelson who served, along with Pastor Tom and Pastor Dave as voting members at the South-
western Minnesota Synod Assembly; 
• to all who helped with the outside Clean Up Day, and for helping our grounds look inviting and welcoming; 
• to all who have applied for Thrivent Action grants to help with St. John’s ministries: Pastor Dave (Chili 
Cook-off) , Mark Nelson (Firecracker 5K), Joyce Wadman (Taco Booth), and Cheri Walberg (Septuafest); 
• to Josh Nelson for helping upgrade the software on our server, switch over our email, and help our com-

puter system run more smoothly. 
• to Zach Wrobbel, his family and all who helped with the landscaping project south of the church—what a 

beautiful difference this has made, and will make for years to come. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  We have now switched to our Summer Worship Schedule (8:30am and 
10:00am) and will continue this worship schedule through September 13th. Please share the Word! 

SAVE THE DATE!  Thrivent Financial  is again providing a coach bus for the Lutheran Night at 
the Twins Game on Tuesday, July 28th.  Sign up today in the Gathering Area.  $23 for each ticket, 
bus leaves around 5:00 for the 7:10 game.    Deadline to sign up is July 2nd. 

21ST ANNUAL LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION BEST BALL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
During 2014-15, the synod’s Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) provided $8,500 for 
seminary tuition scholarships; $9,730 is available for 2015-16.  The profits from 

the LMM golf tournament go into the LMM Rural Ministry Fund to help grow leaders who have an openness 
and commitment to future service in rural settings.   Besides the proceeds from the golf tournament, LMM al-
so has an ELCA Fund for Leaders Endowment Fund which generates investment income for the  
scholarships.  Since its inception, this endowment has awarded scholarships of $77,825 for seminary tuition.   
 
The golf tournament will be held on Friday, July 24th at the Redwood Falls Golf Club.  Registration begins at 
2:30pm with a Shotgun Start at 3:00pm.   The price is $65.00 per golfer (which includes golf cart, green fees, 
meal, prizes and a donation to LMM.   Teams will be 4 or 5 members.   If you are a single golfer – ad hoc 
teams will be formed.  Registration deadline is Monday, July 20th.   Donations to the Rural Ministry Fund are 
appreciated even if you are not able to participate in the Golf Tournament.   You can register online at 
www.swmnelca.org – Events Page.     Donations can be sent to: SW MN Synod, LMM  c/o Rural Ministry 
Fund, P.O. Box 499, Redwood Falls, MN.   56238 

IT’S TACO BOOTH TIME!  St. John’s Taco Booth will open on July 1st, and run through  
Sunday, July 5th.  Please stop in an see us, and have a delicious taco and a beverage!  
Proceeds benefit our youth programs and preschool; there are still shifts available—please sign 
up in the gathering area to help out!  Booth hours: 7/1: 4-10p, 7/2: 4-10p, 7/3: Noon-10p, 7/4: 
Noon-10p, 7/5: 1-6p.   Also, we are requesting pop and water donations — please place them 
under the coat rack to the left of the Fellowship Hall doors—Thank you!  

FIRECRACKER 5K FUN RUN/WALK:  will be held Saturday, July 4th, 2015—7:30am race 
start at St. John’s. Register in person or online at stjohnsfirecracker5k.weebly.com/ through 
July 3rd for $20; $25—day of race registration.  Race packets and registration will also be 
available on Friday, July 3rd from 5-7pm and Saturday morning at 6:30am in the St. John’s 
Education Bldg. All funds raised are used to help off set the costs to students attending mis-
sion trips and national youth gatherings through St. John's- Thank you for your support! 

•      Through our synod Endowment Fund, we were able to give over $40,000 in seminary scholarships 
(six) and seminary debt reduction grants (30).   We are Church Together. 

       •      We have already received 14.2 million of our 15 million dollar goal to help fight malaria – and as a     
  result of our efforts, we have help cut deaths from malaria in half.   We are Church Together. 
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SAVE THE DATE! VBS 2015 - EVEREST: CONQUERING CHALLENGES WITH GOD’S 

MIGHTY POWER  will be held at St. John’s on August 2nd—6th, 6:00-8:20pm. Volunteer  
signups and CDs for sale now!  Online registration is now open!  Simply click on the “Click 
Here” for VBS information on the main page of the St. John’s website at www.stjohns-

annandale.org to register as a participant or as a volunteer helper! While you’re saving those dates, please 
also save the following materials for decorating: cardboard carpet rolls, wooden crates, white flat sheets (any 
size), and cotton fabric (any color) in 8x10 rectangular sizes-see donation board in the gathering area. 

UPDATE FROM OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Meals on Wheels/Senior Dining outreach in May generated donations from our congregation totally 
$1,907.00.  This will provide senior residents in our community 476 meals.  This is an amazing demonstra-
tion of your generosity. Thank you. 
 Outreach Ministry is working on the God’s Work Our Hands Sunday on September 13.  This year we plan 
on taking all of our volunteers to Camp Friendship to work on a multitude of projects. If you know of areas 
where we could serve on that day please let the Outreach Ministry members know. Watch for sign-up sheets 
and additional information in July and August.  
On July 25th  St. John’s will be partnering with LOVE INC to serve breakfast at Pioneer Park. Please 
join us for a morning of service (see article on pg. 5 for signup information). 
Thank you for all of your time and support as we reach out into the community. 

THANK YOU’S RECEIVED 
“Greetings from Gustavus and thank you so much for your generous gift!  Your support ($250 towards the En-
dowment for Church Relations) keeps driving the total amount to reach the Campaign Gustavus $150 million 
goal by Homecoming 2015.  Together, we as a Gustavus community have raised more in this campaign than 
any other campaign in the history of the College.  If Gustavus’s history has taught us anything, a $20 gift in 
1862 to train pastors and teachers can make an incredible difference.  It has shaped over 152 years of stu-
dents who are learning to make their lives count.  Your generosity today honors that $20 and continues our 
remarkable tradition of philanthropy.  We here at the College are extremely grateful for your commitment and 
support of the future of Gustavus.       With thanks, Ben Smith ‘08-Gustavus Annual Fund 
   St. John’s and all of its members, 
Although extremely late, we wanted to send our sincerest appreciation for welcoming our family and allowing 
us to have our sons baptized in your church (along with myself!).  You were incredibly gracious and flexible; 
our experience was wonderful and we have you to thank.  We’re deeply and forever grateful.  Thank you! 
Sincerely, The Atkinson Family 

SEPTUAFEST:  All women of St. John’s are invited to our  
Septuafest program and brunch, Thursday, July 23rd at 10am in 
the Fellowship Hall.  This is a wonderful opportunity for a compli-
mentary morning brunch, complete with laughs, thoughts, food and 
fellowship; and especially to celebrate and honor those beautiful  
members 70 years and up! 
Septuafest will be presenting: “Myrtle Nerdstrom” - a self-
made businesswoman, who travels the country with back 
porch wisdom and wholesome comedy, making her a favor-
ite with a variety of audiences.  Her appearances range from 
corporate and family gatherings to a national TV show—The 
Regis and Kathy Lee Show.  She proudly displays her P.H.D. 
(Petticoat Hang Down) in fashion, travel, and business ad-
vice.  You will not forget her, no matter how hard you try!  
Myrtle is performed by Bernelle Hansen, a resident of Cokato, MN, 
and an educator for 25 years in Florida, Texas and Minnesota.  Presently, she is a special education teacher 
at Cornerstones in Buffalo, MN.  While teaching and parenting three daughters, she remains active in her 
role as Myrtle Nerdstrom—performed in over 35 states as she worked for Walt Disney World and Epcot Cen-
ter.  While at Epcot, she played and directed other characters including a robot and street characters in the 
Italian and United Kingdom pavilions.  She is a highly acclaimed entertainer.  
We hope to see you at Septuafest on July 23rd! 
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D-WAY  We hope to see our D-Way youth in wor-
ship throughout the summer.   If D-Way youth are 
behind in their worship notes – they can make them 
up over the summer.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  Classes will resume in 
the fall.  See you at VBS and in worship 
this summer! 

LOVE INC (LOVE IN THE NAME OF 

CHRIST) BREAKFAST SERIES:  will 
continue on the 4th Saturday of 
each month, May through Septem-
ber at Pioneer Park in Annan-
dale—please join us for one or more of these free 
community breakfasts!  The date that St. John’s will 
be serving breakfast is Saturday, July 25th, and 
Love INC has asked us to provide 11-12 volunteers 
to assist with serving this breakfast from 7am-
11am.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the Wel-
come Center. Please consider serving—and please 
keep this partnership in your prayers! 

COLORING CLUB AT THE ANNANDALE CARE 

CENTER  This is an open invitation to any-
one who likes to color to spend forty-five 

minutes relaxing and visiting with residents of the 
Annandale Care Center in a new Coloring Club that 
will meet every other Wednesday afternoon from 
3:45 to 4:30 in the Care Center day room—July 8 & 
22, August 5 & 19, and so on.  Supplies will be pro-
vided, and all are welcome.   

MATAMBA UPDATE  Plans are underway for travel to our partner congregation in Matamba Tanzania, East 
Africa. Tentative dates are August 23 - September 9, 2015.  
 
There are a variety of ways to support this trip and our mission to Matamba. This includes donations of chew-
able aspirin, vitamins, Motrin, new hand towels, funds for malaria medications, bed nets, sanitary supplies for 
our young women students, or gifts to the Matamba Parish such as communion items and candles. We are 
also asking for sponsors to send letters to students along with $25 to purchase supplies for them while we 
are there. Letters for Terri and Mona who are traveling this year would be wonderful to have and open while 
in Tanzania to connect with our brothers and sisters back at St John’s. 
 
In Mid-July, a collection basket will be in the gathering area. Feel free to drop your donations and letters in 
this. Any financial support should be given to the church office designated to Matamba travel. Checks can be 
made out to St Johns with Matamba in the memo line.   Mostly, we ask for prayers as we prepare for this trip. 
Asante sana. Questions can be directed to Mona 274-6702. 

ENDOWMENT   We are grateful for each and every 
gift that we receive towards our Endowment – be they 
memorial gifts, or simply special gifts.   Each donor 
will be included in our Remembrance Book.  Please 
remember that any gift given to the Endowment, large 
or small, is a gift that will keep on giving!   We espe-
cially hope that you will consider the St. John’s En-
dowment in your Estate Planning.   
We recently received the following from True Friends:  
     St. John's Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for your wonderful gift!   For your records 
you are receiving an official receipt and acknowledge-
ment.   The mission and work of True Friends de-
pends greatly on support from kind and generous do-
nors who believe in our life-changing programs for 
children and adults of all abilities and their families.   
Yours in friendship, 
Ed Stracke 
President and CEO  
 

LWR PERSONAL CARE KITS: have arrived at 
LWR’s partner in Jordan at International Orthodox 
Christian Charities (IOCC), which provides services 
and resources to people who have fled the ongoing 
violence in Syria.  To learn more, visit quilt-
map.lwr.org and click on the country of Jordan to 
view a report. Thank you for your partnership and 
support! 

JULY 55 PLUS POTLUCK: will be held on Tuesday, 
July 21st, after the morning Bible studies (11:30). 
Please join us, and bring a friend and a dish to pass! 

PRECIOUS GIFTS PRESCHOOL: The preschool board and staff would like to thank all the people who  
sponsored children through donations, fundraiser support and prayers!  You are a blessing to the many  
people involved in the preschool.  A graduation program was held May 20, 2015 with 7 students graduating.  
They received a yearbook of some of the activities we worked on together and a cross pin.  We ended the 
day enjoying a potluck picnic with staff, volunteers and parents.  I will be sending their assessments and 
evaluations on to the kindergarten staff at Annandale Elementary. 
We are now in the planning stage of the 2015/2016 school year which begins September 9th with Orientation 
Open House on Thurs. Sept 3rd.  We are getting registrations in and we still have openings.  Tell your 
neighbors, friends and children about the great program available with a Christian emphasis. We are 
now preparing for our Taco Booth day Thursday, July 2nd.  If you would like to help the preschool run the 
booth that day let Jenny know. 
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Do you winter down south?  Remember to let the 
 office know your return date—we can either 
email or mail you the monthly newsletter.   

GOT E-MAIL?? Currently  the Good News!  gets sent to 
223 different e-mail addresses yet we still mail out to 250.  
If you would like to receive the newsletter as an e-mail just 
let the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? For every 
piece of returned mail or updated address we are charged 
a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, for those who will be 
moving and are leaving the area permanently,  please notify the 
office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --
- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.   Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants.   But please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of 
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry 
and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – 
please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS  Please call the church office and 
let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if 
you are going to be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency 
feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.   

 

COMING UP… 

• Vacation Bible School – 
August 2nd-6th  

• Care Center Communion 
Service – August 7th  

           at 1:30pm 

• Youth Mission Day – August 12th 

• Healing Prayers – August 30th 

• First Day of School – August 31st  

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:   ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor garbage 
area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE points 
throughout the year—there is a collection bucket located out-
side of the office. 

  Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund May 2015 $30,749.59 $31,160.09 $26,488.26  

      

 
2015 Monthly 

Avg $33,613.45 $34,641.39   

Building 

Fund 
  Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $11,682.32 $9,587.00 $8,174.39  

Precious Gifts 

Preschool  
 PG Expense PG Balance 

 

  $525.00 $1,598.34 $543.40  

Notes: 1. We are current on all bills. 

 

2. May General Fund Income was under expenses by $410.50. 
3. Mortgage was paid. Offerings were above mortgage by almost $2,100. 
4.   PG Preschool lowered cash balance by over $1,000. 

 
                           THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIFTS!  

VIA DE CRISTO  Adults interested in a weekend 

experience that is sure to bring a new added depth to 

your faith are encouraged to consider a�end one of the 

upcoming Via de Cristo weekends. For upcoming week-

end dates and places, and addi onal informa on con-

cerning Via de Cristo weekends, please check out the 

website at www.mnviadecristo.org or talk with Ardis 

Nelson or Pastor Dave. 

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT  

ANNANDALE CARE CENTER  Our monthly service of 
Holy Communion will be Friday, July 10th at 9:30am 
(PLEASE NOTE THE DATE AND TIME CHANGE). 
While this worship service is intended for all St. John’s 
members who are residents at the Care Center and 
Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to ALL (both res-
idents and family and friends).  Pastor Dave to lead  
Sunday Care Center Worship– July 12th at 1:30pm. 

TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in a�ending a Teens 

Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC Team, 

are encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: 

www.mmltec.org or talk to Pastor Dave or Jenny. 



Page 7 

Council members contact your Missions – What are you currently working on. Is there anything else you would like to share 

with the board. Please let your mission know to send minutes of each meeting to Bonnie as soon as possible after the meeting.  

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting    Date:  6/15/15     Start: 7:00 p.m.     End: 

COUNCIL: Pastor Dave Nelson, Nancy Berg, Madeleine Duret, Penny Hogberg, Kris Nelson, Lisa Borders, Bill Berry, Dave Hadler 

Absent:  Matt Honsey,  Jason Koets, Matt Treichler, Kris Townsend, Denny Abernathy 
 

Pastor 

Dave’s  

Report: 

Pastor Dave reported that 110,000 meals were assembled and distributed to food 
shelves, school food programs and veteran facilities throughout our synod. He trans-
ported 12 boxes of meals to our own Annandale food shelf. Also an offering of over 
$10,000 was collected for World Hunger. 
Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota presented the Servant of Christ Award to all 
congregations whose history is in the old Augustana Synod which includes St. John's 
(since the Augustana Synod was instrumental in beginning what is now LLS). 
Computer update-Josh Nelson has completed the job of updating our sever software 
and moving our email hosting offsite (to cut down on the number of spam emails we 
were receiving and to increase our security). St. John's will need our server software 
updated on a yearly basis if not every 2 years. 

N
/
A 

Adjourn- 

ment 

Motion to adjourn MSP: 
Dave /
Penny 

Topic Discussion Action 

Devotions: Dennis Abernathy was absent and will do devotions at another time. N
/
A 

Scripture 

and Prayer 
Pastor Dave- Reading from the Gospel of Luke that was with the theme of the 
synod assembly: "We are church together." 

N
/
A 

Approval 

of Agenda 
Motion: Approve June’s Council Agenda as amended. MSP: Nancy/

Chris 

Secretary’s 

Report 
Motion: Approval of May Council Minutes MSP:Exec/Penny 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

Motion: Approval of Treasurer Mark Nelson’s Report MSP: Dave/Chris 

Unfinished 

Business: 

-Motion: Appointment of Kris Nelson as interim Council Member through the 
next Annual Meeting. 
-Need Auditor-Treasurer Mark Nelson still looking into candidates-will report 
next meeting 

-Need Executive Committee Member-Motion is made to have Kris Nelson serve 
on executive committee to replace Bob Hesse through the 2016 Annual Meeting 

-Lighting Update-Property committee pursuing more information and will have 
more discussion at their next meeting. 

MSP:Exec/Dave 

  
  

MSP:Lisa/Penny 

New  

Business 

-Presentation on Precious Gifts-Board member Marilyn Hallstrom presented an 
update on the 2014-2015 school year-upcoming fund raisers and the outlook for 
2015-2016 

-Update on Bishop- Bishop Jon was re-elected at the synod assembly. 

  

Council  

Reminders: 

June Offering: Early- Matt H.     Late- Dennis      Treat: Penny 

July Offering: Early-Penny      Late- Penny       Share: Penny    Treat: Dennis 

  

N/A 



July 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Taco Booth Begins 

4-10pm 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 
1:00pm Bible Study 
1:30pm Mary Circle 
7:30pm AA 
Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

2 
Taco Booth 

 4-10pm 
9:15am Annandale 
Improvement Club 

6:00pm Girls 
Scouts-Ed. Bldg. 

3 
Church Office 

Closed 
  

Taco Booth 
Noon-10pm 

4   7:30am                       
Firecracker 
5K Fun Run/Walk 

  
4th of July 

  
Taco Booth 
Noon-10pm 

  

5   Taco Booth 

          1-6pm 
8:30am Traditional 

Worship with 

Communion 
10:00am 
Contemporary 

Worship with 

Communion 
3:00pm Cub Scouts- 

Ed. Bldg. 

6 
6:00pm Boy Scouts 
7:00pm Sarah Circle 

7 
8:00am Men's Bible 
Study 

10:00am Women's 
Bible Study 

5:00pm Property 
Team Meeting 

8 
Youth Mission Day 
9:30am Lydia/Naomi 
Circle 

9:30am Staff Mtg. 
1:00pm Bible Study 
3:45pm Coloring 
Club at ACC 

7:30pm AA 
Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

9 
9:30am Annandale 

Christian Wom-

en's Club 
3:00pm Grief 
Group-Linda Hall 

10 
9:30am Care Center 

Communion Ser-

vice 
7:00pm Concert in 

the Park by 

Four For Jazz 

11 
Pr. Dave - 33rd 

Anniversary of 

Ordination 

12 Commissioning                          
of ELCA Youth 

Gathering 
8:30am Traditional 

Worship w/

Communion 
10:00am 
Contemporary 

Worship w/

Communion 
1:30pm Pr. Dave 

Leads Worship at 

ACC 

13 
9:30am Hands for 
Hope 

6:00pm Boy Scouts 
8:00pm Boy 
Scouts-Venture - 

Library 

14 

ELCA Youth 

Gathering 

in Detroit, 

MI 
8:00am Men's Bible 
Study 

10:00am Women's 
Bible Study 

6:30pm Ministry of 
Support 
&Stewardship 

6:30pm Executive 
Committee Mtg. 

15 

ELCA Youth 

Gathering 

in Detroit, 

MI 
7:30am Endowment 
Meeting 

9:30am Staff 
Meeting 

1:00pm Bible Study 
7:30pm AA 
Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

16 

ELCA Youth 

Gathering 

in Detroit, 

MI 

17 

ELCA Youth 

Gathering 

in Detroit, 

MI 

18 

ELCA Youth 

Gathering 

in Detroit, 

MI 

19 

ELCA Youth      

Gathering in De-

troit, MI Triath-

alon Sunday 
8:30am Traditional 
Worship 

10:00am 
Contemporary 
Worship 

20 

ELCA Youth 

Gathering 

in Detroit, 

MI 
6:00pm Ministry of 
Outreach 

7:00pm Church 
Council 

8:00pm Boy 
Scouts-
Venture - 
Library 

21 
8:00am Men's Bible 
Study 

10:00am Women's 
Bible Study 

11:30am 
  55 Plus Potluck 

22 
9:30am Staff 
Meeting 

1:00pm Bible Study 
3:45pm Coloring 
Club at ACC 

4:00pm Set up for 
Septuafest 

7:30pm AA 
Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

23 
10:00am Septuafest 
10:00am Newsletter 
Deadline 

1:00pm Writing 
Memories Group 

24 25 

7:30am St. John's 

sponsored 

Love INC 

Breakfast at 

Pioneer 
Park 

26 
8:30am Traditional 

Worship w/

Communion 
10:00am 
Contemporary 

Worship w/

Communion 

27 
9:30am Hands for 
Hope 

28 
8:00am Men's Bible 
Study 

10:00am Women's 
Bible Study 

5:00pm Lutheran 
Night at the Twins 

29 
9:30am Staff 
Meeting 

7:30pm AA 
Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

30 31   

Coming up…Vacation Bible School – August 2nd-6th;  Care Center Communion Service – August 7th at 1:30pm;  Youth Mis-
sion Day – August 12th;  Healing Prayers – August 30th;  First Day of School – August 31st  

  



  
JULY 

  
Greeters/Welcome 

Center 

  
Readers 

  

Acolytes 

  
Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

  
Audio/Video 

Tech
s 

July 5 

8:30 

Jim & Phyllis Fram-
stad 

 Joslyn Marquette 

Arthur Kjaer 

 Barry & Denise 
Schultz 

A:  Jim Framstad 

V:  Phyllis Framstad 

July 5 

   10:00 

 Todd & Stephanie 
Nilson Family 

  

  Madelyn Wagener 
Kayla Wold 

 Dan & Nikki Sea-
berg Family 

A:  Caleb Treichler 
V:  Michelle Wang 

July 12 

8:30 

Arnie & Ruth 

Gruys 

  

Diane Barkley  Riley Niedzielski 
Abigail Molldrem 

 Duane & Cindy 
Sprague 

A:  Jim Hallstrom 

V:  Denise Schultz 

  

July 12 

10:00 

 Drew & Donna 

Jacobson 

  Justin Lampi 
Brianna O’Brien 

Todd & Hope 
Sykora Family 

A:  Diane Nelson 

V:  Ethan Nilson 

July 19 

8:30 

  Jim & Marilyn Hall-
strom 

 Faith Mader  Jake Mader  Terri Weber Family/ 
Melody Mengelkoch 

Family 

A:  Mike Miller 
V:  Jim Peterson 

July 19 

10:00 

 John & Shelly 

 Mikel 
  

  Maxwell Wiles  Kris & Trish 
Townsend Family 

A:  Carter Diers 

V:  Jordan Diers 

  
A 

July 26 

8:30 

Denny & Sam 

Harmoning 

   Caleb Bianchi 
Olivia Honsey 

 Steve & Diane 
Wiltermuth 

A:  Joe Bayer 
V:  Steve Niklaus 

July 26 

10:00 

 Maynard & Betty 
Nilson 

 DJ Welteroth  Isaac Hagstrom 

Garrett Lindquist 
 Matt & Christine 
Treichler Family 

A: Erik Jacobson 

V: Arthur Kjaer 

Ushers 
8:30 Service 

Howard & Gina Rotsolk, 
 Elizabeth Olson,  

Al , Val, and Makena Gunderson 
 

10:00 Service 

Dave and Penny Hogberg, 
 Dave Dorow, 

 Ryan and Gavin Wang 

 

Altar Guild 

Pat Larson 
Mary Gunnerson 

 

WELCA Circles: 

Sarah Circle:  Monday, July 6th at 7:00pm 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Lydia/Naomi Circle:  Wednesday, July 8th 
                                      at 9:30 am 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, July 1st at 1:30pm 

Bible Study Leader:   Lajla Hood  

Hostess:   Eloise Stram 

Ruth Circle:  no July meeting; 

              Ruth Circle will resume in August 

 







ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: stjohns@stjohns-annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday,  
8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 
Sunday Worship Times:  
8:30 am Traditional 
10:00 am  Contemporary 
 
 
 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
Children, Youth & Family 
Jill Wrobbel 
jwrobbel@annandale.k12.mn.us 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
 

 

ELCA Missionary 
Terri Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor                          
            tjheyd@gmail.com 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Becky Unger & Penny Koets, Contemporary  
Worship Co-leaders        pohibku@yahoo.com/
           pkoets@annandale.k12.mn.us      
Ron Wright, Custodian   
       rwright@lakedalelink.net                                                            
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/
Teacher                   robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Lara Kjaer, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Kurt & Jackie Bruhn,                                                                                                                                                            

              kjbruhn@msn.com                              

eff. September 20, 2015: 
Sunday Worship:   
8:15 am Traditional  

10:30 am Contemporary 
 

Christian Education/JOLT: 
9:30 am Sunday 


